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STATEMENT OF INTENT 
 

Introduction 
 

The ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ refers to those children who are receiving education in the 
Nursery and Reception classes and are 5 years and under. 
 
The Head of EYFS is Niki Jennings 
The Deputy Head of EYFS is Ruth Stapleton 

 
Our Early Years curriculum and planning are based upon The Early Years Foundation Stage, 
recommended by the Department for Education. Emphasis is placed upon the seven areas of 
learning. The principles which guide the work of all Early Years practitioners are grouped into four 
themes which run throughout these seven areas of learning. 

 
These themes are:- 

 

• A Unique Child – every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be 
resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 

• Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent through positive 
relationships. 

• Enabling Environments – children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which 
their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership 
between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 

• Learning and Development – children develop and learn in different ways and at different 
rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, 
including children with special educational needs and disabilities. 

 
These four themes underpin effective practice in the delivery of our Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum and help all children achieve the five “Every Child Matters” outcomes of staying 
safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic 
well-being.  Each child is assigned a form teacher (key person) who will ensure that every child’s 
learning and care is tailored to meet their individual needs. 

 
Aims 

 

In the Early Years Department at Lady Barn House School we aim to provide: 



 

• Quality and consistency in all areas, so that every child makes good progress and no child 
gets left behind. 

• A secure foundation through learning and development opportunities which are planned 
around the needs and interest of each individual child and are assessed and reviewed 
regularly. 

• Partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers. 

• Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included 
and supported  

• When relevant, we aim to extend the children’s development beyond the Early Learning 
Goals. 

 

We also support the whole school aim to provide for every child a ‘Journey of Discovery, Opportunity 
and Success’. 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

The curriculum is planned with reference to the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum in the 
following areas: 

 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 
 
 

The Early Years Curriculum 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is followed throughout the Early Years. 
 

The curriculum is divided into seven areas of learning (three prime areas and four specific areas) 
and we endeavour to cover all these areas through their many experiences in the Early Years 
environment. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. 

 
The three prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for 
learning and they help to build their capacity to learn, from relationships and thrive. They are: 

• Communication and Language 



 

• Physical Development 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

Communication and Language development involves giving children opportunities to experience 
a rich language environment, to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves and 
to speak and listen in a range of situations. 

 

Listening, attention and understanding – Children will be given opportunities to listen attentively in 
a range of situations. They will share stories, accurately anticipating key events and learn to respond 
to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. They will be encouraged to give 
their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, whilst being engaged in another 
activity. We encourage children to question learning and conversation and to use recently acquired 
vocabulary.  
 
Speaking – Children will experience how to express themselves effectively, showing awareness of 
listeners’ needs. They will also be provided with the skills to develop their own narratives and 
explanations by connecting ideas or events. Children will need to be assessed in the English 
language throughout the profile, however their home language will be celebrated in the classroom.  

 
Physical Development is vital for children’s all – around development, enabling them to pursue happy, 
healthy and active lives. We provide opportunities for play both indoors and out, developing their core 
strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Lady Barn  House 
School provides the opportunity for children to engage in PE lessons delivered by specialist teachers. 
The school is continually developing the outdoor environment to provide for physical opportunities 
throughout the day.  
 

Gross Motor Skills – Children will learn to negotiate space showing an awareness of others and 
demonstrate strength, balance and co-ordination. They will be encouraged to move energetically, 
such as running, hopping, jumping, dancing and climbing.  
 

Fine Motor Skills - Children will engage in varied opportunities to explore and develop their fine 

motor skills which is important in developing early Literacy skills such as writing, craft and play.  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development involves helping children to develop a positive sense 
of themselves and others and how to form positive relationships. Children will learn to develop 
respect for others and how to manage their feelings. They will learn to understand appropriate 
behaviour in groups and have confidence in their own abilities. 
 
Self – Regulation – Children will be supported to understand their own feelings and those of others 
and begin to regulate their behavior accordingly. They will be supported in taking turns and 
controlling their impulses. Children will be managing to follow instructions and engage in activities 
for an appropriate level of time.  
 
Managing Self - Children will be exposed to new experiences and encouraged to be independent and 
resilient in the face of challenge. They will be able to follow rules and know right from wrong.  
 



 

Building Relationships – We encourage children to foster healthy relationships where they play co-
operatively and take turns with their peers as well as building positive relationships with familiar 
adults. They will be supported in showing sensitivity towards others.  
 

Children are also supported in four specific areas of learning, through which the three prime areas 
are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are: 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 
 
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to 
read and write. Children will be given access to a range of reading materials – books, poems 
and other written materials, to ignite their interests and foster a love of reading.  

 
Comprehension – This begins at birth with adults discussing the world around them and sharing in 
non-fiction and fiction texts, rhymes, poems and songs. Children will be encouraged to retell stories 
and narratives as well as understand the structure of stories. They will be able to anticipate events in 
stories and use recently acquired vocabulary.  
 
Word Reading - children will be introduced to letter and word recognition through daily phonic 
activities encouraging them to segment and blend to build words. They will also begin to recognise 
common high frequency words. They will be moving towards reading and understanding simple 
sentences in age-appropriate stories.  
 
Writing - Children will begin to early mark make with equipment and move on to writing their name 
with recognisable letters. They will then form letters appropriately and begin to spell words by 
identifying the sounds within them. Children will work towards writing their own sentences using 
spelling and handwriting.  
 

Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills 
in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction 
problems and describing shapes, spaces and measures. It is crucial that children develop positive 
attitudes towards number and feel confident to ‘have a go’, being unafraid to make mistakes.  

 
Number - Children are working towards a deep understanding of the number system to ten. 
This will include subitising quantities, rapid recall of number bonds and subtraction facts 
for numbers to ten.    

 

Numerical Patterns – Children wil l be counting and comparing amounts in different 
contexts. They wil l have an understanding of quantity, more and less. They will be shown 
how to solve problems including doubling, halving and sharing as well as recognising odd and even 
numbers. The children will be recognising and creating repeating patterns and exploring ideas of 
shape, space and measure.  



 

 
Understanding the World involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 
their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 
technology and the environment. We encourage children to develop an understanding of our 
cultural, social and ecologically diverse world.  

 
Past and Present – Through story and experiences children will be developing an understanding of 
past and present by talking about the similarities and differences of the people around them and 
their roles in society.  
 
People, Culture and Communities – Children will come to know the similarities and differences 
between different religions and cultures, drawing on their own experiences, those of their peers and 
through a range of fiction and non-fiction text.  
 
The Natural World – Children shall explore their familiar world through drawings and observations 
of plants and animals. They will be developing an appreciation of the diversity between differing 
environments and use story to help develop this awareness. They will be working towards describing 
process’ in their environment including the changing seasons and changing states of matter, the 
lifecycle of plants and animals.  

 
Expressive Arts and Design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of 
media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, 
role-play and design and technology. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are 
fundamental to their progress.  
 
Creating with Materials - Children will sing songs, make music and dance and experiment with ways 
of changing them. They will be shown how to safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 
and techniques and encouraged to experiment with color, design, texture, form and function. 
Children will be encouraged to share their creations and be able to explain their process.  
Being Imaginative and Expressive – Children will be allowed to use what they have learnt about 
media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They will be encouraged 
to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, 
dance, role-play and stories. 

 

PLANNING 
 

Throughout the Early Years we base our planning around the EYFS and Early Learning Goals. Our 
planning shows how the principles of the EYFS will be put into practice. 

 
Medium Term Planning 

 

We address particular aspects of the curriculum in more detail for each term. We include links 
between areas of learning and development and opportunities for ICT. Learning objectives, 
assessment opportunities, activities and experiences for each area of learning and development 
are identified. We plan around particular book themes and the children’s personal and developing 



 

interests.  
 

Short Term Planning 
 

We identify specific learning objectives and activities with consideration to differentiation, SEND,  
AG& T an d  EAL .  P l an ni ng  a ls o  i n c l ude s  t he  sp ec i f i c  deployment of adults and 
resources, to meet the i n d i v i d u a l  learning needs of the children on a weekly and day-to-day 
basis. It allows for flexibility in response to individual children’s needs and interests and for revision 
and modification, informed by on-going observational assessment. 

 

 
Continuous Provision Planning 

 
Throughout the Early Years the children have access to various resources in each of the 
i n d o o r  classroom and outdoor areas. Children are encouraged to choose their own activities and 
are taught to put their resources away in the correct place at the end of each session. Resources are 
changed on a regular basis throughout the school year and are linked to the children’s interests 
and the next steps in their learning and development. 

  
ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND MONITORING 

 
In the Early Years we undertake assessment for learning. We analyse and review what we know 
about each child’s development and learning, and then make informed decisions about the child’s 
progress. This enables us to plan the next steps to meet their development and learning needs. 
All practitioners who interact with the child contribute to the assessment process. 

 
Soon after a child enters the Nursery or Reception, a Baseline assessment is completed to 
provide a foundation upon which to measure the child’s future learning and development. Further 
assessments are made throughout Nursery and Reception. These assessments inform everyday 
planning and are based on on-going observational assessment of each child’s achievements, 
interests and learning styles. Assessment may take the form of anecdotal observations, focused 
observations recorded on group assessment sheets, baseline assessment, other focused 
assessments e.g. sound/number and high frequency words, annotated examples of work, 
photographs, video and information from parents. 

 
Feedback is provided at Parents’ Evenings in the Autumn and Spring term. All children receive a 
detailed Baseline report in the Autumn term and again at the end of the year, reporting on the child’s 
progress. End of year assessments are used as a starting point as each child begins the school year to 
provide continuity and progression between year groups.  In addition, Reception parents receive the 
EYFS profile scores and statements linked to the characteristics of learning.  
  
During the final term of Reception, the EYFS Profile will be completed for each child, which is 
submitted to the Local Authority. The Profile provides parents and carers, practitioners and teachers 
with a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress 
against expected levels, and their readiness for Year One. The Profile will reflect: ongoing 
observation; relevant records; discussions with parents and carers, and any other adults whom the 



 

teacher, parent or carer judges can offer a useful contribution. 
 

Where a child moves to a new provider during the academic year, the following information will 
be forwarded to them within fifteen days of the request:- 

 

• EYFS profile data, where relevant 

• Any assessments that have been made of the child. 
 
 
 

Safeguarding  
At Lady Barn House School, the safeguarding and welfare requirements for the Early Years children 
are taken very seriously. We provide a welcoming, safe and stimulating environment for all 
children, with positive, caring, qualified adults who promote good health, manage behaviour and 
monitor children in line with our whole Safeguarding Polices, Behaviour Policy, First Aid Policy and 
Early Years Toileting Policy.  
Please see the Appendix for the details on staff qualifications.   

 
Supervision of Early Years Children 
All practitioners have appropriate qualifications, training, skills and knowledge with a clear 
understanding of their roles and responsibilities.  
 
Ratios are adhered to, in accordance with the EYFS Framework. 
Each Nursery class of 22 children has 1 full-time Teacher and 2 full-time Teaching Assistants. 
Each Reception class of 22 children has 1 full-time teacher and 1 full-time Teaching Assistant. 
In addition to this the EYFS department is supported by a full-time support Teaching Assistant and a 
part-time intervention Teacher.  
 
Before school care is staffed by Early years Teaching Assistants. 
After school care is always staffed by at least one Early Years Teaching Assistant. 
 
PARENT AND SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP 

 

‘It is important for parents and Early Years settings to have a strong and respectful partnerships. 

This sets the scene for children to thrive in the Early Years.’ (Development Matters, 2020) 
 

The importance of a close partnership between parents and school is crucial to the progress and 
well-being of the child. Parents can significantly influence their children’s learning and teachers 
can benefit from help and input from parents. 

• Pre-Nursery and Reception parents and children are invited to two ‘stay and play’ sessions 
before joining the School in September. 

• Parents are invited to Pre-Nursery and Pre-Reception meetings to inform them about the 
Early Years department, the school and its organisation. 

• Parents   are   informed   regularly   on   a   formal/informal   basis   of   their   child’s 



 

development e.g. at pick-up times and through the online Learning Journey-Tapastry. 

• Parents are  encouraged  to  share  observations  of  their  child’s  development  by 
completing VIP reports, Magic Moments sheets and uploading pictures to their child’s online 
Learning Journey. 

• Parents are invited to participate in workshops e.g. phonics. 

• Parents are invited to participate in fund-raising and social activities e.g. Christmas Fair, PTA 
Ball etc. 

• Parents are invited to attend school activities e.g. concerts, sports days, open days. 
 

The form teachers will seek to engage and support parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s 
academic development at home. 

 
THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

 

We aim to create an attractive, welcoming and stimulating learning environment which will 
encourage children to explore, investigate and learn through first-hand experience. We also aim 
to make it a place where children feel secure and confident, and are challenged to develop their 
independence. 

 

In planning and guiding children’s activities, we reflect on the different ways that children learn 
and reflect these in our practice. Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 

• Playing and exploring – Children investigate and experience things and ‘have a go.’ 

• Active learning – Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 
enjoy their achievements. 

• Creating and thinking critically – Children have and develop their own ideas, make links 
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

 

Activities are planned for both the inside and outside. The learning environment is divided into 
a variety of different areas which include: role play, book corner, W riting area, M aths area, 
investigative area, creative area, sand, water, construction, small world and puzzles. These areas 
are carefully arranged inside and out, to encourage quiet areas and more active areas within 
the learning environments. Children are encouraged to become independent learners and to take 
some responsibility for initiating their own lines of enquiry and investigation. 

 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 
We aim to provide all pupils, regardless of ethnicity, culture, religion, home language (EAL), family 
background, learning needs, disabilities (SEND), gender or ability (G&T), equal access to all aspects 
of school life and work to ensure that every child is valued fully as an individual. Practitioners, as 
role models, are aware of the influence of adults in promoting positive attitudes and use that 
influence to challenge stereotypical ideas. 

 
For further information see the Equality for Opportunity for Pupils Policy. 



 

 
The Fundamental British Values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 
tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs are already implicitly embedded in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Curriculum.   

 
TRANSITION FROM PREVIOUS SETTINGS AND FROM EARLY YEARS TO YEAR ONE 

• Two ‘Stay and Play’ sessions for Pre-Nursery and Pre-Reception children before they join the 
School in September. 

• A Transition Form is sent to the child’s previous setting for their Keyworker to fill in. 

• A Transition Booklet for parents to fill in, is sent to new Nursery and Reception parents. 

• A ‘Welcome to Lady Barn’ story book is sent to the new Nursery and Reception pupils along 
with a pre-recorded welcome message from the Head of Early Years.  

• Where possible, Early Years Staff endeavor to visit or have conversation with the previous 
settings of all the new Nursery and Reception pupils. 

• Reception and Year One teachers work together to make the transition from the Early Years 
Foundation Stage to the Infant Department as smooth as possible. 

 
For further information, see the Transition Policy. 

 

RESOURCES / FACILITIES 
 

Quality indoor and outdoor facilities and resources appropriate for the needs of young children are 
available to support their learning and overall development. 
 
Appendix  
 

Name Start Date Qualifications 

Emily Blower 01.09.2018 
BA (Hons) Childhood, Family and 

Education with QTS 
Paediatric First Aid 

Charlotte Pennington 04.09.2013 
HLTA 

TA LEVEL 2 and HND 
Paediatric First Aid 

Venetia Gillies 01.9.2019 
BA (Hons) in Primary Education with QTS 

Paediatric First Aid 

Johanni Goodwin 01.09.2017 
Foundation Degree in Primary Education 

Level 2 & Level 3 Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools 

Paediatric First Aid 

Bethany Hewitt 10.05.2021 
NNEB  

BA (Hons) in Childhood Studies  



 

PGCE Primary Ed   
Paediatric First Aid 

Niki Jennings 01.09.2011 

NNEB 
BA (Hons) in Primary Education 

PGCE Primary Ed  
Paediatric First Aid 

Katie Lomas 03.02.2014 

OCR Level 2 in ICT 
LSIS Subject Learning Coach 

CERT Ed. (Further & Higher Education) 
NCFE Level 2 Certificate in understanding Autism 

Level 3 award in Teaching Assistant 
Paediatric First Aid 

Helen Metcalf 01.04.2009 
BA (Hons) in History and Classics 

PGCE Primary Ed 
MA in Counselling/play Therapy 

Tracey Mitchell 01.09.2015 
NVQ Level 2 & 3 in Childcare Leaning and Development 

Paediatric First Aid 

Heidi Murphy-Elson 04.01.2004 
BA (Hons) in Fashion and Textiles  

PGCE 
Paediatric First Aid 

Sarah Pratt 01.09.2007 
HLTA 

NVQ Level 2 & 3 
Paediatric First Aid 

Ruth Stapleton 01.09.2017 
BA (Hons) Sociology 

PGCE Primary Ed 
Paediatric First Aid 

Jessica Vincent 01.09.2015 
BSOC Sc Sociology 
PGCE Primary Ed  

Paediatric First Aid 

Susie Staines 01.09.2021 
BA (Hons) in Primary Education  

PGCE Primary Ed   
BETC in Childhood Studies 

Becky Roden 01.09.14 BETC in Nursery Nursing 

Kyllah Sterley 01.09.2021 

BEd in Early Childhood Development-South 

African Qualification equivalent to: - 

RQF Level 6 
SCQF Level 9 
CQFW Level 6 
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