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Lady Barn House School 

English as an Additional Language 

 

This policy applies to all pupils, including those in the early years. 
 
 

This is an integral part of the School’s commitment to providing an environment in which all 

pupils from Early Years to Year 6 are able to reach their full potential.  
 

POLICY STATEMENT 
 

 At Lady Barn House School, we recognise that a significant number of pupils are 

exposed to a wide range of languages within their home environments.  Although the 

majority of these pupils are not at an emergent stage of language acquisition, we 

celebrate that this cultural and linguistic diversity is a rich resource for the whole 

school. 

 All pupils are entitled to access all areas of the curriculum and we expect and 

encourage all children to achieve their full potential, taking into account each child’s 

life experience and needs. 

 We are committed to providing equal opportunities for all pupils preparing them for 

life in a multi-cultural society. 

 EAL pupils will need varying levels of provision. 

 

This Policy complements the School’s English and Modern Foreign language policies, 

and runs alongside the policies for AGT, SEND and Assessment.  

  

Definition of EAL and bilingual 

 
 We recognise the definition of EAL as a pupil whose first language is not English, has 

little knowledge of English, and is ‘a beginner’ in English. ‘This encompasses pupils who 

are fully bilingual and all those at different stages of learning English.’ 

 

 EAL pupils may be newly arrived from a foreign country and school, newly arrived 

from a foreign country, but an English speaking school, born abroad, but moved to the 

UK at some point before starting school or born in the UK, but in a family where the 

main language is not English. 

    

 Bilingual children are able to speak parts of another language at school and at home, 

but are also able to speak English.  We recognise that some children may be 

EAL/Bilingual and also could be gifted and talented in a specific area, have a Special 

Educational need or a specific learning difficulty. 

 

Early Years and Language learning 

 

At Lady Barn House School we  recognise  the  fact  that  a  child  may  enter  Early Years  

who  is  already  developing one  or more languages and  is now  learning  English  as an  

additional language. We always allow and offer these children  space  and  time,  patience  and  

support.  We  whole heartedly acknowledge  and  celebrate  the  skills  they  have  in  their  

home  language as we believe  this promotes confidence  in their  own  abilities  and  raises  
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their self-esteem. We  recognise  and  reassure  parents  that  their  children  will  benefit  if  

they  use, maintain  and  develop  their  ‘home’  language  and  we  encourage  them  to  spend  

time in  this interaction  with  their  child. When we can we invite  parents  to  share  their  

home  language  and  cultural  background  with  staff and  other children  in  the  Nursery  

through  visits.  Staff ensure that they make their teaching as visual as possible through the 

provision of pictorial and additional resources to assist EAL children and to enable them to 

fully access the inclusive language environment.  Staff at LBHS ensure that they use gestures, 

facial expressions and explanatory actions together with the use of objects to explain each 

part of an activity. 

 

At Lady Barn House we remember that  children learn language by using it in context and 

language develops over several years. The Early Years Foundation stage environment provides 

opportunities for planning good quality speaking and  listening  activities  and  hands  on 

activities provide the context for learning English as an  additional  language.  Children  learning  

English as an additional language may be silent for several months, but through the nurturing 

and caring environment the child and family will hopefully feel supported. Despite this staff 

continue to involve them in all activities and help them understand classroom instructions and 

routines.  LBHS appreciate that it takes up to two years to learn the social English needed for 

conversations and several years longer to develop the full academic understanding and use of 

a new language so continue to provide visual support and model language through EYFS and 

up into primary. 

 

EAL Classification Codes 

 
The following guidelines should prove useful: 

 

The Department for Education uses the following EAL classification codes. These are the 

reference points for pupils on the EAL register. 

A 
New to English 

The pupil may: 

Use first language for learning and other purposes.  

Remain completely silent in the classroom. 

Be copying/repeating some words or phrases. 

Understand some everyday expressions in English but may have 

minimal or no literacy in English.  

Will need considerable amount of EAL support. 

B 
Early Acquisition 

The pupil may:  

Follow day-to-day social communication in English and participate in 

learning activities with support. 

Begin to use spoken English for social purposes. 

Understand simple instructions and can follow narrative/accounts with 

visual support. 

Have developed some skills in reading and writing. 

Have become familiar with some subject specific vocabulary.  

Still needs a significant amount of EAL support to access the 

curriculum. 
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C 
Developing 

Confidence 

The pupil may: 

Participate in learning activities with increasing independence. 

Be able to express self orally in English, but structural inaccuracies are 

still apparent. 

Be able to follow abstract concepts and more complex written English. 

Literacy will require ongoing support, particularly for understanding 

text and writing.  

Requires ongoing EAL support to access the curriculum fully. 

D 
Competent 

Oral English developing well, enabling successful engagement in 

activities across the curriculum. 

Can read and understand a wide variety of texts. 

Written English may lack complexity and contain occasional evidence 

of errors in structure. 

Needs some support to access subtle nuances of meaning, to refine 

English usage, and to develop abstract vocabulary.  

Will need some/occasional EAL support to access curriculum 

material and tasks. 

E 
Fluent 

The pupil 

Can operate across the curriculum to a level of competence equivalent 

to a pupil who uses English as first language.  

Operates without EAL support across the curriculum. 

 
 

 

AIMS 
This policy intends to support the following aims: 

 To build on all pupils’ language skills and enable them to become confident speakers, 

readers and writers of English, in all areas of the curriculum. 

 To provide life experiences to enhance pupils’ learning. 

 To assess effectively the language requirements of pupils in order to maximise their 

learning potential, and social interactions. 

 To promote self-reliance and independence for all pupils. 

 

Special educational needs and gifted and talented pupils 

 Most EAL pupils needing additional support do not have a Special Educational need. 

Some EAL pupils may have a special educational need. In such cases, pupils will have 

equal access to school SEND provision, in addition to EAL support in class. 

 EAL pupils have equal access to the School’s provision for Gifted and Talented. 

 

Objectives 
In pursuit of these aims, we will: 

 Ensure all teachers are aware of the language experiences and needs within their class. 

 Ensure all teachers understand that although developing language skills may present 

challenges to curriculum access, they should not be confused with learning difficulties. 

 Recognise the importance of Speaking and Listening. 

 Develop a range of teaching styles and strategies to involve learners. 
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 Use classroom assistants effectively to support learning. 

 Use appropriate resources to support learning. 

 Celebrate languages across the curriculum. 

 Identify pupils needing support across the school.   Assess, identify, monitor and 

support children within the classroom, through appropriate provision. 

 Share information effectively with colleagues, particularly form teachers and subject 

teachers. 

 Monitor and track the achievement and attainment of pupils via the school assessment 

procedures. 

 Ensure suitable provision, progress and feedback to parents and carers, is delivered 

verbally and written via the class teacher. 

 Seek support when necessary, from the Stockport Ethnic Diversity Service e.g., 

assessment of pupils arriving from other countries. 

 Continue to add to staff’s professional development via outside agencies/consultants. 

 Promote effective communication between school and carers.  Recognising, 

celebrating and encouraging the use of first language. 

 

 

Identification, assessment and monitoring. 

 The School is committed to an inclusive policy of identifying pupil’s potential, 

regardless of their race, religion, background or individual need. 

 All pupils, regardless of their ethnic background, are monitored through the School’s 

assessment system, as outlined in the Assessment Policy.  This data can then be 

analysed to identify specific language requirements. 

 The initial EAL/Bilingual register, is compiled from information received by parents on 

entry to our school. 

 It is the responsibility of the class teacher (with the support of the EAL Coordinator) 

to maintain up to date records of EAL pupils in their class whilst they are in their care. 

 The EAL coordinator will support and advise, in the early stages of language 

development. 

 The Early Years Department monitors the progress of pupils at early stages of English 

Language development using the appropriate age bands in the prime area of 

Communication and Language in the EYFS curriculum.  These assessments are 

forwarded to Reception and then onto the Infant Department during transition, in 

written form and verbally at pupil transition meetings, to enable the early identification 

of specific language requirements. 

 Continuing into the Junior Department, the acquisition and development of English 

Language, is monitored by the class teacher through the school’s assessment system, 

as outlined in the Assessment Policy. 

 Monitoring and assessment is undertaken as a partnership between the class teacher, 

EAL Coordinator, parents/guardians and the pupil. 

 In assessing the nature and extent of the pupil’s grasp of English the following 

methods may be used. 

 Information from interviews with parents/guardians. 

 Information from initial assessment papers. 

 Information from the previous school.   

 Information supplied by the parent on the application form. 
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 Liaise with EAL coordinator when concerned. 

 Monitoring and appropriate differentiation in the classroom. 

 Pupil progress meetings. 

 National standardised tests - GL, CAT4, SWST, NGRT, NGST,  PTE & PTM, PASS. 

 All teachers will use the assessments to inform their planning, which, in turn, will 

influence the acquisition of English Language. 

  

Safeguarding 

EAL Safeguarding 

 

At Lady Barn House School, we will be aware of the following links between safeguarding and 

EAL children: 

 

 Recognising and celebrating difference and diversity when considering texts and stories 

used throughout the curriculum. 

 Promote of understanding and tolerance. 

 Strongly linked to RE and PHSEE, LBHS aim to support and developing racial awareness 

and how to talk about it using acceptable language. 

 

 At LBHS we understand traditions, rituals and routines (respecting others).  

 

 We work together to ensure EAL pupils are emotionally ready to learn by meeting 

their needs and having parents properly involved. Working towards a collective 

understanding of cultural differences and supporting children effectively. 

 

Provision within school 
All pupils, including EAL/Bilingual, experience appropriate levels of support through quality, 

focussed teaching and personalised learning in the classroom along with the choice to 

participate in extra-curricular activities.  In mapping provision, teachers are encouraged to: 

 Identify and meet the needs for EAL/Bilingual through QFT seeking further advice 

when needed at all levels.  

 Plan with EAL in mind, considering differentiation at all levels and structuring lessons 

appropriately to support language development. 

 Recognise the importance of flexibility within lessons.  Give pupils opportunities to 

speak and listen to adults and their peers particularly those competent in English. 

 Maintain the balance between oral and written activities.  Ensure that there are 

effective opportunities for talking and that talk is used to prepare for writing. 

 Use internet, laptops, tablets and audio activities to support learning. 

 In the Early Years, staff will encourage pupils to use their home language in play and 

learning.  They will provide ‘scrap books’ for pupils to collect photographs and 

postcards, for instance, written in their home language, for sharing in school. 

 Plan for continuity across subjects.  Use practical opportunities/experiences to 

enhance life experiences. (E.g. Art, DT, Computing, Science, visitors to/visits out of 

school.) 

 Model correct usage of English.  Paraphrase in English, where necessary.  Correct 

language errors in a discrete, sensitive and positive manner. 
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 Use language strategies that are fun and engaging.  Use objects, pictures and other 

resources to provide context for pupils’ understanding, to clarify meaning and facilitate 

successful access to topics. 

 Use the interrelationship between speaking and listening, reading and writing to 

support those children acquiring English. 

 Refer to advice and strategies recommended by the EAL coordinator. 

 

Current resources 
 Teachers and Assistants speaking clearly and consistently to identified children within 

their class, demonstrating an understanding of their language requirements. 

 One bi-lingual classroom assistant fluent in Punjabi and able to understand Urdu. 

 LBHS- One Drive, direct links for teachers to websites aimed at children specifically 

learning English and for developing key English vocabulary and skills. Folder – EAL 

shared area 

 Variety of resources found in SEND/EAL room.    

 Peer support.  In class and older pupils i.e., Year Six reading buddies with Nursery and 

monitor tasks. 

 Home – school liaison with parents. 

 Sibling support when and where appropriate e.g., sibling needed to act as interpreter. 

 Outside of school, before and after school e.g. games, Mandarin, lunchtime clubs, all 

extend vocabulary and aid comprehension, encourage participation and social 

interaction 

 

Continuing professional development 

 Regular training for the EAL Coordinator. 

 Signposting for staff to appropriate resources via ‘one drive’ 

 

 

Process for development and review 

 The EAL Coordinator and Deputy Head or Head will review the policy and success of 

the School’s provision annually. 

 

 

Named coordinator 

 The EAL Coordinator is Mrs J. M. Nesbitt 

 

 LBHS Education and H.R. Committee 

 

 Reviewed and updated October 2021 

 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council - on line 

Stockport Ethnic Diversity Service 

Enterprise House 

Oakhurst Drive, Cheadle Heath, Stockport. SK3 0XT 

 

Tel: 0161 477 9000 Fax: 0161 480 1848 

Head of Service:  Stephanie Longson 


